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In West Palm Beach,
Fla., WPEC News 12
anchor and reporter Terry
Anzur was repeatedly
frustrated in her efforts
to access information
about the background
of school volunteers.
She told the story of
those attempts in a
Sunshine Week report
that is archived online
at http://wpecnewsj 2.
com/engine.pl?station=
wpec&id=13730&temp
late=pagesearch.html.

Sunshine Sunday: Volunteers in Public Schools

Terry Anzur: Thjg is Sunshine Week, when News organizationg across the U.S. are calling

Video of Principal, kissing q pig.

Anzur: Whep the principal of Pipe Grove E]ementary kissed a Pig to celebrate the students® FCAT scores, some very special
seniors shared the moment of triumph,

Dotty Feingold/volunteer: “My heart swelled. [ really felt that Wwe made a big difference with these children,”

Anzur: Jerry and Dotty Feingold are two of the seniors from Delray Villag Who volunteereq at Pine Grove during the 2002-2003
academic year, When the schoo] ’s FCAT 8rade improyeq from a C (o ap A. But they also noticed how easy it was for Jjust about
anyone to sign up as a volunteer.

The V-I-p.g Program has a gooqd Teputation... News 12 even did public service announcements to recruit volunteers,

see thO
record/document pe created, if one doeg not already exigt »

Barbara Petersen, President of the First Amendmen¢ Foundation, and an expert op open records jp Florida, founq that hard to
believe,

Barbara Petersen/First Amendment Foundation; “They’ve 8ot volunteers jp the classroom with our kids and they have no
records of them?”

says the open records expert,
Barbara Petersen; “That sounds more like g Cover-up than it doeg a legitimate response to a pubjc records request.”

Anzur: Finally the district added a charge for determmmg which volunteers are related to Jaw enforcement officers and other
government workers Wwho may Tequest to have theijy home addregs information withheld from the public,

Barbara Petersen: No! No! No! No!

Petersen says the district must only withholq information When cops or other exempt workerg make such g request in Writing,
Still, the district wanteq to charge us for that too— 5 Whopping $39,105.

Continued...
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